
This issue of the Frontier Flimsy represents another turning point in the life of this publication. In the not t oo distant past the only way to 

communicate with each other as a group was via a bundle of paper, delivered to your doors by a postal system that thrived  on huge volumes 

of material sent every day . Like most things in life, if you do or make enough of an item , the cost of that item can be whittled down to a bare 

minimum and you make money on tiny profits on many many  items, think Tim Horton, even if they only make a dime on every coffee, thatôs 

a lot of dimes. Unfortunately for us this is not the case for the postal system and as the number of items has declined feroc iously so has the 

cost to use the system, and this will continue to climb. The principle cause of this is also our salvation;  it is the Internet ;  that  m any 

connected beast that has extended its reach into almost all of our work, homes and lives in some form or the other.  

We have for many years now been dis tributing the Flimsy primarily through the internet, via email notifications, web site  access and for a 

dwindling number of members , on paper. As you should all know, the NFR has decided to drop all paper production and mailing of the 

Frontier Flimsy.  

This is now an opportunity to make visual changes to the Flimsy itself as the proportion of members who read the Flimsy on a computer, 

laptop, or tablet display rises, the format of the past Flimsy, that being a portrait orientation of an 8½ x 11 in ch page  becomes an issue as 

the vertical orientation of the page is typically at odds with the orientation of the screen on the reading device, so if you  fill the width of the 

screen with the flimsy  to maximize the font readability , you are forced to scroll up an d down to follow the text on a page . 

This issue of the Flimsy is my first attempt at updating the onscreen reading 

experience, I have oriented the page in landscape mode, and most should find that 

they are able to view an entire page on the screen at a time, with the text readable, 

and enable the viewer to page through the publication efficiently . I have changed the 

typeface to Verdana as this seems to be easier to read on the screen and have 

increased the overall size of the typeface in many locations.   

We will still provide a choice of two versions, a web version with light grey ópaperô 

which enh ances the readability on screen, and opti mizations for screen display , and a 

óprintô version which will not have a background colour to save printer ink and has  

higher resolution images required for image reproduction on paper.  

I look forward to feedback on this effort.  

Your Editor, Stanley Conley  
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The  Frontier Flimsy  is published four times 
annually by the Niagara Front ier Region of the 
National Model Railroad Association, Inc. and is 

distributed openly on the web at www.nfr -nmra.org.  
 
Material for publication is welcome. Send articles, 

coming events, notices, etc. to the editor. Materials 
including photographs may be s ubmitted by e -mail. 
Materials will be credited at the time of publication 
and will be returned if requested. Articles appearing 
in the Frontier Flimsy may be reprinted in other non -
profit publications providing that credit is given to 
the author and the Fl imsy.  

 
Advertising is accepted in the Frontier F limsy; please 

see the region web site for information and rates.  
 
Opinions expressed in the Frontier Flimsy are those 
of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of 

the NMRA, the Region, its officers, or other 
contributors to the Frontier Flimsy.  
 
Special thanks to Diane Dodds for proofreading and 
nitpicking.  
 
Email notification is coordinated by Richard Sparrow.  

 

The Niagara Frontier Region Flimsy  
2194 Valley Drive, Ottawa, ON K1G 2P8  

The Nia gara Frontier Region  
Regional Officers  

 

President  Richard Hatton  
205 Country Lane, Stayner, ON  L0M 1S0  
 705 -428 -9997, moose_caboose@bell.net  

American V.P.  Matt Bierl  
 146 Los Robles Street, Williamsville, NY  1422 16721  
 716 -632 -3686, mattbierl@msn.com  
Canadian V.P. Tim Warris  

 312 -b St. Patrick Street  
 PO Box 1420, Port Dover, ON  N0A 1N0  
 519 -583 -1099, tim@warris.com  
Secretary  John Keenliside  

 214 Main Street East, Gimsby, ON L3M 1P6  
 905 -309 -9351, jkeenliside@primus.ca  

Treasurer  Tony Kerr  
1361 Creekwood Trail, Oakville, ON  L6H 6C7  
905 -338 -8881, tony.kerr@sympatico.ca  
 

Division Superintendents  
 

Allegheny  inactive    
Central Ontario  Richard Hatton  705 -737 -9363  moose_caboose@bell.net  

International  Richard Sparrow  905 -892 -7958  rands.sparrow@sympatico  
Lakeshores  Raymond Howard  315 -789 -4801  rhoward1@rochester.rr.com  
Ontario 

Northland  

Trevor Ross  705 -983 -9602  trevor@tjrcadd.com  

St. Lawrence  Peter Gray    rustycanz@gmail.com   
Southern Tier  Robert Hamilton  607 -754 -0089  bobhamilton@stny.rr.com  
Western 

Ontario  

John Moseley  519 -455 -1311  j.moseley@sympatico.com   

Regional Officials  
 

Achievement 
Program  

Peter Nesbitt  613 -592 -0110  nesbitt@magma.ca  

Convention 
Coordination  

Vacant    

Flimsy Editor  Stanley Conley  613 -523 -8237  stanley_conley@carleton.ca  

Flimsy 
Distribution  

Richard Sparrow  905 -892 -7958  rands.sparrow@sympatico  

Historian  Open    
Membership/  
Registrar  

Open    

Model Contest  Peter Gray   rustycanz@gmail.com  
WebMaster  Tim Warris  519 -583 -1099  tim@warris.com  
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Niagara Frontier Region Executive Reports

President  

Richard Hatton  
 

DECEMBER ALLREADY what happened to summer ? Our 
group of NFR members has returned from Trainfest in 

Milwaukee , a t  least  seven years running.  

Thanks to all members that attend this event as we 
have become a staple there. Not only do the members 

of the W ISE Division appreciate us going but the many 
of the attendees come looking for us and our clinics, 

Thanks  again to Al Crisp for all his efforts in setting up 
this event. The excursion is open to all NFR members 

and runs November 14 and 15 in 2015, so mark your 
calendar. Al usually sends out his reque st in the spring 

so keep an eye on your email.  

This year the NFR presented plaques to some members 

of the WISE  Division that spend many hours planning 
events for us such as operating sessions, layout tours 

and tours of Walthers and Kamblach Publishing. All  this 
on top of planning Trainfest. This makes our weekend 

there very busy and enjoyable as we have seen some 

outstanding layouts over the years.  Hope to see you at 
Modellers Corner in Milwaukee , f un for all.  

Now letôs not forget about the NFRôs next big event, our 
annual convention , Mortimer Junction in Rochester New 

York. Letôs show our support for our fellow members in 
May 2015. Details are in the Flimsy and on line on the 

NFRôs Website. They are working hard on clinics, layout 

tours etc , all for our enj oyment , so letôs all go and have 

a great time.  

See you there.  

Keep your eyes on the Flimsy. Our Canadian VP , Tim 

Warris has been working hard on a new and fresh NFR 
Website . Check in often for to view our new look.  

Letôs remember to support our local hobby shops they 
are interested in us and the hobby , they are not just 

there for our money. The internet cannot provide the 
meeting of friends, information and hands on 

experience our hobby shops provide. The internet does 
not allow test runs nor does it do rep airs. We need 

them and they need our support.  

Well t rain show season is upon us and I hope to see you 

at a train show near you.  

Until them have a great holiday season and may New 

Years eve be the start of your best year ever.  

American Vice President  
Matt Bierl  

 
Canadian Vice President  

Tim Warris  
 

Secretary  
John Keenliside  

 
Treasurer  

Tony Kerr  
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Niagara Frontier Region Division Reports 

Allegheny Highlands Division   

Inactive  

 
Central Ontario Division  

Superintendent Richard Hatton  
 

Hello  out  there  in  m odel  railroad  land.  December  is 

upon  us and  it  is time  to  create  build  and  operate.  Since  
the  last  edition  of  the  Flimsy  we  had  our  first  gathering  

of  MODELING  WITH  ?. All  in  attendance  had  a great  
time.  We spent  the  day  working  on  our  latest  project  

and  getting  to  know  each  other.  John  Brown  agreed  to  
be treasurer  for  the  group  as we  know  not  all  meeting  

places  will  be free.  We have  some  members  of  the  

group  who  are  willing  to  supply  space  free  of  charge  in 
the  future  so this  should  give  us time  to  build  a small  

fund.  As the  group  grows  it  will  be harder  and  harder  to  
find  free  space.   This  being  said  we  agreed  as a group  

to  a donation  of  5.00  per  visit.  When  requests  start  
overriding  the  space  we  will  star t  looking  for  larger  

spaces.  Keep  an eye  on  your  email  as the  next  meeting  
will  be in January  back  in  Barrie . We will  be limited  to  

12  members  so first  come  first  serve.  

Hope  to  see you  there . 

International Division  
Superintendent Richard Sparrow  

 
Happy December everyone. As I write this, (November 

14 th ) there is a skiff of snow on everything outside, and 

my garden hose froze solid last night! However, the 
basement is warm and dry and beckoning me.  

The ID Fall Meet was held Saturday, October 18 th  at the 

Dundas Legion and we had a good turnout. Thank -you 

to all the attendees for your support.  

The first clinic was presented by David Howard who 

showed us a part of his extensive collection of railway 
slides. Beautiful shots covered a wide variety of 

subjects, mostly in southern Ontario. And yes, they 
were slides! It was good to hear the slide projector 

mechanics again as it moved the carousel forward.  

Clinic #2 was presented by Ron Johnson on making 

lightweight benchwork from metal framing components 
-  i.e. 2 x 4ôs etc. Ron gave an entertaining clinic 

including a demonstration of how to join the metal 
components together. Ron was kind enough to show 

some very realistic ñhow-not -toò techniques as well, but 
managed to stem the bleeding before the clinic was 

over.  (Those metal edges can be sharp!) Ron invited 

everyone to his home layout after the Meet to see how 
he has successfully incorporated the metal framing 

components into his benchwork ï and also to see some 
trains run on the Richmond & St. Louis Railroad.  

Ron Tuff presented the third clinic entitled Features of 
Transition Era Rolling Stock. This is a new clinic for Ron, 

and as always it was an excellent presentation and 
thoroughly researched. Ron pointed out many subtle 

and other more obvious tell - tale featu res that would be 
correct, and alternately incorrect to see on models 

representing the popular Steam to Diesel transition era.  

The results of the Popular Choice model contest voted 

on by attendees during the breaks are as follows:  
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1st  prize ï Marty Gold wi th a super HO model of a TH&B 

Steam Generator car.  

2nd  prize ï Steve Juranics with a couple of expertly 

weathered HO SOO Box cars.  

3 rd  prize ï Barry Kelly with beautifully modeled N scale, 

HO scale and O scale deciduous trees.  

Congratulations to the winners!  

We were able to raffle off a couple of prizes that were 
not claimed at the May NFR Grapevine Express 

Convention, with the main prize being a Bachmann train 
set. Mike Pearson was the lucky winner. Mike said that 

the set was already earmarked for a budding model 
railroader grandson this Christmas. We look forward to 

seeing his name on the NMRA ñnew membersò listing in 
a few years.  

This was also our Meet for the election of Division 

Officers for the upcoming 3 year term. As announced in 
the September  Flimsy ID report, Mike Pearson, our 

Clerk for the last 3 years retired at the end of October ï 
the bad news! All other positions on the Executive were 

also open for nominations. As there were no 
nominations, the list of Officers remains as it was, with 

th e exception of Mike Pearson. However, the good news 
ï Ron Johnson has kindly volunteered to take over the 

Clerkôs position from Mike, and we are very grateful to 
Ron for stepping up to fill this important position. Then, 

a bit later on, Barry Kelly also of fered his services for 
the position. Thank you Barry for your offer.  

See the ID website at http://www.nfr -
nmra.org/id/index.html, ñContactsò page for a full 

listing of the ID Executive, with e -mail links.  

For our Spring 2015 Meet, we have invited Matt Her man 
of ESU LokSound to do a hands -on DCC sound decoder 

clinic for us. The date is March 21 st  and the location is 
the Eva Rothwell Resource Centre in Hamilton.  

Through a r egistration process, participants will order a 
sound decoder for one of their locomot ives, and Matt 

will then bring those model -specific decoders to the 
Meet where with his help, we will install them during 

the clinic. Full details will be announced shortly.  

We welcome any questions, comments or suggestions 

that you may have for the ID.  E -mail links are on the 
ID website attached to the NFR website, and my phone 

number is on the masthead of this newsletter.  

Play s afe.  

Lake shores Division  

Superintendent Raymond Howard  
 

The Lakeshores Division held its Fall Meet and biennial 

elections on October 25 th  at the Edgerton Model 
Railroad Club in Rochester, NY with about 30 people 

attending.  Bruce Shephard presented a clinic on ñEasy 
Tipsò for Scratch Building and Details, Mike Dettinger 

and Barry Rosier from TCS gave a clinic on their 
WOWSound a nd Keep -Alive Decoders.  

The membership re -elected Ray Howard, 
Superintendent; Dave Mitchell, Asst. Superintendent; 

Dave Durr, Secretary; and Dave Coon, Treasurer of the 
Division during the Meet.  
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The LSD will hold a joint Winter event with the Central 

New York Division in Auburn, NY Saturday, January 10.  
Plans are incomplete at the moment.  

Plans for the 2015 NFR C onvention, Mortimer Junction, 
are underway!  

More information can be found at: 

http://www.lakeshoresdivision.org/  

 

Ontario Northland Division  
Supe rintendent Trevor Ross  

 

St. Lawrence Division  
Superintendent Peter Gray  

Hello and welcome to another installment of the NFR 
Flimsy. The SLD had our November meet with two great 
presentations. The first on writing for publication, the 

second on presentations. Both of these were part of ou r 
theme this year which is about what the NMRA can do 

for you. We loosely based it on the AP program hitting 
on some of the tasks that are easy to accomplish such 

as giving a clinic or having something published.   

Ottawa also had the fall flea market and the usual 
operating sessions, club meets and organization get 
togethers. Next March is the Kingston Rail -O-Rama 

train show where the SLD will be hosting the Mode llers   
Corner. Mode llers Corner is a great vehicle to pretty 

much d o everything we want to do. It i s a hands on 
clinic, meeting the public and showcasing the hobby, 

exposing model lers to scales and techniques they may 
not have otherwise explored and oh yeah, drawing new 

The SLD display table , and about 15 impromptu  clinics during the 

SLD November meet. That's your editor getting a close look at 

some intricate nickel  silver etchings by member Bill Meredith . 

Photo By Andreas Mank  



 

The NFR Frontier FlimsyðSeptember 2014ðPage 7 

members. If you have a train show in 

yo ur area consider having your division 
participate.  

We are only going to get out of this 
organization  what we put in, much like 
the F limsy. If you are complaining that 

your free regional paper is a bit weak on 
content, contact the editor to see what 

you c an do about it. Circling back to the 
top, even small articles in the Flimsy 

count towards the Author AP certificate.  

Until the next deadline looms,  

Cheers . 
 
Southern Tier Division   

Superintendent Robert Hamilton   

 
Western Ontario Division  

Superintendent John Moseley
 

Niagara Frontier Region Officer Reports 
 

Achievement Program Chairman  

Peter Nesbitt  
 

The fall season has been quiet from an AP certificate perspective with only one being earned in our region.  

 Richard Sparrow has earned his Model Railroad Engineer ï Electrical certificate.  

Congratulations, Richard!   

Above we have some of the 35 o r so SLD Members present at the  November Meet during 

a break between the formal clinics , where they have broke n into many smaller 

conversations, triggered by the clinic s, displ ay items or renewed friendships.  All part of the 

welcoming and shar ing f ellowship that this group has prospered under.  

Photo by Andreas Mank  
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Milwaukee Trainfest 2014  
  

Richard Hatton, Burnell Breaker and Al Crisp  

Mark and Marvin Preussler with Al Crisp  
Lee Bauer and Al Crisp  Rick Hatton, Joe Galgoes and Al Crisp  


